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CCouncil of Europe Instruments:ouncil of Europe Instruments:

-- Resolution ResAP(2001)1Resolution ResAP(2001)1……((““TomarTomar
ResolutionResolution””))
-- Council of Europe Disability Action Plan 2006Council of Europe Disability Action Plan 2006--
2015 (Recommendation Rec(2006)5)2015 (Recommendation Rec(2006)5)
-- Resolution ResAP(2007)3 Resolution ResAP(2007)3 ““Achieving full Achieving full 
participation through Universal Designparticipation through Universal Design””
-- Report Report by the Committee of Experts on by the Committee of Experts on 
Universal Design (Accessibility) (PUniversal Design (Accessibility) (P--RRRR--UD)UD)
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Council of Europe Resolutions and Council of Europe Resolutions and 
Recommendation areRecommendation are

adopted by the Committee of Ministersadopted by the Committee of Ministers
((the decisionthe decision--making body, which comprises making body, which comprises 

the Foreign Affairs Ministers or their the Foreign Affairs Ministers or their 
permanent diplomatic representatives)permanent diplomatic representatives)
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Resolution ResAP(2001)1Resolution ResAP(2001)1
of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of 
Europe on the introduction of the principles of Europe on the introduction of the principles of 
Universal Design into the curricula of all Universal Design into the curricula of all 
occupations working on the built environments occupations working on the built environments 
((““ The The TomarTomar ResolutionResolution ”” ):):

-- applies to the 18 members states, parties to the applies to the 18 members states, parties to the 
Partial Agreement in the Social and Public Health Field, Partial Agreement in the Social and Public Health Field, 
including Spain;including Spain;
-- provides a definition of Universal Design in a provides a definition of Universal Design in a 
Committee of MinistersCommittee of Ministers’’ adopted text adopted text 
(UD aims(UD aims …… to make the design and composition of different env ironments anto make the design and composition of different env ironments an d d 
products accessible and understandable to, as well as usable by,products accessible and understandable to, as well as usable by, everyoneeveryone ……))
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Recommendation Rec(2006) 5 Recommendation Rec(2006) 5 
of the Committee of Ministers (Council of Europe of the Committee of Ministers (Council of Europe 

Disability Action Plan 2006Disability Action Plan 2006 --2015)2015)
is addressed to all the 47 member states of the is addressed to all the 47 member states of the 

Council of EuropeCouncil of Europe
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15 Key Action Lines:15 Key Action Lines:

1. Participation in political and public life1. Participation in political and public life
2. Participation in cultural life2. Participation in cultural life
3. Information and communication3. Information and communication
4. Education4. Education
5. Employment, vocational guidance and 5. Employment, vocational guidance and 
trainingtraining
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15 Key Action Lines (cont15 Key Action Lines (cont --d):d):

6. The built environment6. The built environment
7. Transport7. Transport
8. Community living8. Community living
9. Health care9. Health care
10. Rehabilitation10. Rehabilitation
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15 Key Action Lines (cont15 Key Action Lines (cont --d):d):

11. Social protection11. Social protection
12. Legal protection12. Legal protection
13. Protection against violence and 13. Protection against violence and 
abuseabuse
14. Research and development14. Research and development
15. Awareness raising15. Awareness raising



99

Council of Europe Disability Council of Europe Disability 
Action Plan 2006Action Plan 2006 --2015: 2015: 

Universal Design is mentioned as Universal Design is mentioned as 
““ an effective way to improve the an effective way to improve the 
accessibility and the quality of the accessibility and the quality of the 
built environment, services and built environment, services and 
productsproducts ”” ..
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Resolution ResAP(2007)3 Resolution ResAP(2007)3 ““ Achieving Achieving 
full participation through Universal Designfull participation through Universal Design ””

-- applies to the 18 members states, parties to the applies to the 18 members states, parties to the 
Partial Agreement in the Social and Public Health Partial Agreement in the Social and Public Health 
Field, including Spain;Field, including Spain;

-- extends the definition and the recommendation to extends the definition and the recommendation to 
apply Universal Design principles to include:                 apply Universal Design principles to include:                 

communication, communication, 
information technology; and information technology; and 

servicesservices
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Resolution ResAP(2007)3 Resolution ResAP(2007)3 ““ Achieving Achieving 
full participation through Universal Designfull participation through Universal Design ””
(cont(cont --d)d)

-- tthe Committee of Minister recommends that the he Committee of Minister recommends that the 
governments of the member states of the Partial governments of the member states of the Partial 
Agreement..: Agreement..: 
i. promote full participation in community life, and in i. promote full participation in community life, and in 
particular, prevent the creation of new barriers by particular, prevent the creation of new barriers by 
designing, from the outset, solutions that are designing, from the outset, solutions that are 
accessible and usable for all; and in doing so, take accessible and usable for all; and in doing so, take 
into account and integrate as appropriate in their into account and integrate as appropriate in their 
policy, legislation and practice the principles of policy, legislation and practice the principles of 
Universal Design;Universal Design;
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Resolution ResAP(2007)3Resolution ResAP(2007)3 ““ Achieving full Achieving full 
participation through Universal Designparticipation through Universal Design ”” (cont(cont --d):d):

-- ii. be guided, in their processes of integrating ii. be guided, in their processes of integrating 
Universal Design principles in policy, legislation and Universal Design principles in policy, legislation and 
practice, by the measures advocated in the appendix practice, by the measures advocated in the appendix 
to this resolution; to this resolution; 
iii. promote the application of Universal Design in the iii. promote the application of Universal Design in the 
implementation of Recommendation implementation of Recommendation Rec(2006)5Rec(2006)5 of of 
the Committee of Ministers to member states on the the Committee of Ministers to member states on the 
Council of Europe Action Plan to promote the rights Council of Europe Action Plan to promote the rights 
and full participation of people with disabilities in and full participation of people with disabilities in 
society: improving the quality of life of people with society: improving the quality of life of people with 
disabilities in Europe 2006disabilities in Europe 2006--2015; 2015; 
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Resolution ResAP(2007)3Resolution ResAP(2007)3 ““ Achieving Achieving 
full participation through Universal Designfull participation through Universal Design ””
(cont(cont--d)d)

iv. assure to this end the widest possible iv. assure to this end the widest possible 
dissemination of this resolution amongst all parties dissemination of this resolution amongst all parties 
concerned, for example through awarenessconcerned, for example through awareness--
raising campaigns and coraising campaigns and co--operation with the operation with the 
private sector and civil society, involving, in private sector and civil society, involving, in 
particular, nonparticular, non--governmental governmental organisationsorganisations of of 
people with disabilities.people with disabilities.
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Universal DesignUniversal Design

�� What may the Council of Europe offer to What may the Council of Europe offer to 
member states?member states?

–– Coordinated resolutionsCoordinated resolutions

–– Recommendations to governmentsRecommendations to governments

–– PlansPlans

–– ExamplesExamples
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Universal Design: Strategy for all Universal Design: Strategy for all 
aspects of societyaspects of society

�� Aiming at accessible and Aiming at accessible and 

usableusable

–– built environmentsbuilt environments

–– communicationcommunication

–– productsproducts

–– servicesservices

�� Accessible and usable Accessible and usable 
–– to everyoneto everyone

–– to the greatest extent possibleto the greatest extent possible

–– preferably without adaptations or preferably without adaptations or 

special solutionsspecial solutions
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Definitions: Converging headlinesDefinitions: Converging headlines

�� Universal DesignUniversal Design

�� design for alldesign for all

�� integral accessibilityintegral accessibility

�� accessible designaccessible design

�� inclusive designinclusive design

�� barrierbarrier--free designfree design

�� transgenerationaltransgenerational designdesign

�� accessibility for allaccessibility for all



1717

RecommendationsRecommendations to to governments:governments:

�� Promote full participation Promote full participation 

in community lifein community life

–– prevent the creation of new prevent the creation of new 

barriers;barriers;

–– design solutions usable by design solutions usable by 

all;all;

–– integrate Universal Design integrate Universal Design 

principles into policies, principles into policies, 

legislation and practice;legislation and practice;

–– successful Universal Design: successful Universal Design: 

look at the process.look at the process.
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The 2007 Resolution on Universal The 2007 Resolution on Universal 
Design (ResAP(2001)3)Design (ResAP(2001)3)

�� Ensure widest possible Ensure widest possible 

dissemination of dissemination of 

awarenessawareness--raising raising 

campaignscampaigns

–– coco--operation with the operation with the 

private sector private sector 

–– coco--operation with civil operation with civil 

society, society, NGONGO’’ss of people of people 

with disabilitieswith disabilities
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FourFour --stage processstage process

1.1. Adoption and Adoption and 

decisiondecision--makingmaking

2.2. CoordinationCoordination

3.3. ImplementationImplementation

4.4. EvaluationEvaluation
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AdoptionAdoption and and decisiondecision --
makingmaking

�� What do we intend What do we intend 
to do?to do?

�� -- and for whom?and for whom?

�� When?When?
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Adoption and Adoption and 
decisiondecision --makingmaking

Approaches should be:Approaches should be:

�� CoordinatedCoordinated

�� HarmonizedHarmonized

�� IntersectorialIntersectorial

Particular emphasis on:Particular emphasis on:

�� Universal DesignUniversal Design

�� Mainstream policiesMainstream policies
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AdoptionAdoption and and decisiondecision --makingmaking

Examples Examples 

�� Legislation: building Legislation: building 
regulationsregulations
–– strictly enforcedstrictly enforced

–– refurbishing includedrefurbishing included

–– more than just persons in more than just persons in 
wheelchairswheelchairs

�� Discrimination actsDiscrimination acts

�� StandardsStandards
–– covering relevant user groupscovering relevant user groups

–– linked to legislationlinked to legislation



2323

CoCo--ordinationordination

�� Making sure we Making sure we 
work togetherwork together
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CoCo--ordinationordination

�� Examples:Examples:

–– Assigning Assigning 
responsibility to highresponsibility to high--
ranking persons in ranking persons in 
organisationsorganisations

–– Information on Information on 
legislative measures, legislative measures, 
social services, social services, 
products, assistive products, assistive 
technologytechnology
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ImplementationImplementation

�� Doing it!Doing it!
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ImplementationImplementation

�� Examples:Examples:

–– Adequate funding and Adequate funding and 
resources for projectsresources for projects

–– Detailed requirementsDetailed requirements

–– StandardsStandards

–– GuidelinesGuidelines
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EvaluationEvaluation

�� Making sure we Making sure we 
are getting thereare getting there
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EvaluationEvaluation

Examples:Examples:

�� Quality assessmentQuality assessment

�� FeedbackFeedback

�� Instruments for Instruments for 

measuring of effectsmeasuring of effects

�� FollowFollow--up proceduresup procedures

�� Involve user Involve user 

organisationsorganisations
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Council of Europe Report on Council of Europe Report on 
Universal DesignUniversal Design

�� Universal DesignUniversal Design

–– What?What?

–– For whom? For whom? 

–– How?How?

�� Examples of UD aspectsExamples of UD aspects

–– Disability action plan Disability action plan 

–– Process stagesProcess stages
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Universal Design requirement no. 1Universal Design requirement no. 1

DeterminationDetermination
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�� THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

�� MMore information: ore information: 

Integration of People with Disabilities Division Integration of People with Disabilities Division 
Directorate General IIIDirectorate General III –– Social Cohesion Social Cohesion 
Council of EuropeCouncil of Europe
FF--67075 Strasbourg 67075 Strasbourg CedexCedex
Tel: +33 (0)3 90 21 45 20Tel: +33 (0)3 90 21 45 20
Fax: + 33 (0)3 88 41 27 26Fax: + 33 (0)3 88 41 27 26
http://http://www.coe.intwww.coe.int
Angela Angela GarabagiuGarabagiu : : angela.garabagiu@coe.intangela.garabagiu@coe.int


